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seasons. And, the cliildren of Windsor were, in the
same manner,, employed by Richard Ferrant, diuing
Elizabeth's residence there, " to ease the anguish of a
torturing hour."

It was from those nurseries, that many a cyon was
grafted into the more regular companies of players.
During the infancy of the drama, the players were
driven, by the penalties of the statutes against vaga-
bonds, to seek for shelter under private patronage, by
entering themselves, as servants, to the greater peers,
and even to the middling sort of gentlemen. At the
accession of Elizabeth, the Lord Robert Dudley's
players became conspicuous. When, by his influence,
they were incorporated, into a regular company, in
1574, their leaders were James Burbadge9; John
Perkyn ; John Lanhaml; William Johnson; and
Robert Wilson. None of these rose to eminence, or
contributed much to the advancement of the stage.
When the Earl of Leicester died, in September, 1588,
they were left to look for protection from a new
master.

In 157^, Sir Robert Lane had theatrical servants,
at the head of whom was Laurence Dutton, who ap-
pears to have joined the Earl of Warwick's company :
but Lane's servants seem not to have long continued.

9 James Burbadge, who is more known as the father of Richard
Burbadge, "and Cuthbert Burbadge, than for his own performances,
during the infancy of the theatre, lived long in Holywell Street.
He had a daughter baptized, by the name of Alice, in the parish
of St. Leonard's, Shoreditch, op the llth of March, 1576-7. He
was buried there, as appears by tne register, on the 2d of Fe-
bruary, 1596-7. Helen Burbadge, widow, was buried in the same
coemetery, on the 8th of May, 1613 ; and was probably the relict
of James Burbadge.

1 [In Martin's Months Minde, 1589, Lanam is mentioned as
a celebrated performer of fools; " Item, all my foolerie I bequeath
to my good friend Lanam and his consort of whom I first had it."]
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